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6 p.m. Sat., October 17 & 8:15 a.m. Sun., October 18, 2020 
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THE TWENTIETH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
(6 p.m. Sat., Oct. 17 & 8:15 a.m. Sun. Oct. 18, 2020) 

Servants of God’s House Today: 
Pastor: Rev. Kenny Hsu    

Organists: 6 p.m. Sat., Joyce Seymour; 8:15 a.m. Sun. Mabel Huldeen                                                   
Ushers: Steven Segebart Team 

 Missionaries: Rev. Shauen & Krista Trump, Rev. Tim & Lisa Beckendorf,  
Rev. Paul Flo, Rev. Charles Cortwright 
Elders: 6 p.m. Sat. Randy Johnson,  

8:15 a.m. Sun. Dennis Hageman & Daryl Heimgartner  
Readers: 6 p.m. Sat. Deb Chellew; 8:15 a.m. Sun. Dallas Schulz 

WELCOME!  We are glad that you are here worshipping God with us. We pray for 
God’s blessings to you and invite you to come back again soon.   

AS WE GATHER Countless times during Christ’s mission in human flesh for the 
sins of the world, the Pharisees and others tried to test, trap, and trick Jesus, thinking 
He would suffer a setback to His ministry. Time and time again, Jesus in His divine 
wisdom and teaching would instead turn those times into a setup for teaching about 
many things regarding life on earth and the kingdom of heaven. We, too, face times of 
testing, trapping, and tricking, though not from Pharisees, but from this world, the devil, 
and our own sinful flesh, and often we face setbacks. We are wise to turn to the one 
who has set us up for forgiveness, mercy, and a new life through His own life, death, 
and rising. Rejoicing in His grace, in response to His love, we faithfully, “render to 
Caesar the things that are Caesar’s, and to God the things that are God’s” (Matthew 
22:21). 

HOLY COMMUNION  The Lutheran Church - Missouri Synod believes the Biblical 
teaching that in communion we receive not the symbolic but the true body and blood of 
Jesus Christ with the bread and wine for the forgiveness of sins. If you are a baptized 
Christian who has been instructed in the same Biblical teaching, and if you agree with 
the announcement on our communion card and the confession of our faith, please join 
us to receive the gifts that Jesus Christ has prepared for us in communion. If you have 
any questions or uncertainties, please feel free to make an appointment to talk with the 
pastor during the week before communing with us. 

PRAYER BEFORE WORSHIP O God, the protector of all who trust in You, have 
mercy on us that with You as our ruler and guide we may so pass through things 
temporal that we lose not the things eternal; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church & School 
- a Family to Whom You Belong - 

     Our Mission is to: Make More & Better Disciples 
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                                       D I V I N E  S E R V I C E  FOUR              Page 203 
                   (The congregation is invited to respond in the words written in bold.) 

The Ringing of the Bells                                                         The Wave of Fellowship 
Hymn of Invocation    “Before You, Lord, We Bow”   LSB 966 vs. 1,2,3,5,        

(stand as you are able for the last verse) 

(The sign of the cross + may be made by all in remembrance of their baptism.) 

The Invocation     

P: In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen. 
 
Opening Sentences Psalm 96:1–9 
P: Oh sing to the Lord a new song; sing to the Lord, all the earth! 
C: Sing to the Lord, bless His name; tell of His salvation from day to day. 
 

P: Declare His glory among the nations, His marvelous works among all the peoples! 
C: For great is the Lord, and greatly to be praised; He is to be feared above all 

gods. Worship the Lord in the splendor of holiness. 
 

P: For all the gods of the peoples are worthless idols, but the Lord made the heavens. 
C: Splendor and majesty are before Him; strength and beauty are in His 

sanctuary. 
 

P: Ascribe to the Lord, O families of the peoples, ascribe to the Lord glory and 
strength! 

C: Ascribe to the Lord the glory due His name; bring an offering, and come into 
His courts! Worship the Lord in the splendor of holiness. 

 

Confession and Absolution 
P: Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
C: who made heaven and earth. 
 

P: If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand? 
C: But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared.  
 

P: Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and praise, and 
receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this altar, let 
us first consider our unworthiness and confess before God and one another that we 
have sinned in thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our 
sinful condition. Together as His people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of 
God, our heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: 
God, be merciful to me, a sinner. 

C: Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to 
everlasting life.  Amen. 

 

P: Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake 
forgives you all your sins.  As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His 
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authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the + 
Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 

Service of the Word 
The Kyrie  “Lord, Have Mercy”  (Sung)                                                                 Page 204 
P: In peace let us pray to the Lord. 
C: Lord, have mercy; Christ, have mercy; Lord, have mercy. 

P: For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord. 
C: Lord, have mercy; Christ, have mercy; Lord, have mercy. 

P: For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for 
the unity of all let us pray to the Lord. 

C: Lord, have mercy; Christ, have mercy; Lord, have mercy. 

P: For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let us pray to 
the Lord. 

C: Lord, have mercy; Christ, have mercy; Lord, have mercy. 

P: Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 
C:  Lord, have mercy; Christ, have mercy; Lord, have mercy. 

The Gloria in Excelsis  Glory to God in the Highest  (Sung)                              Page 204 
 To God on high be glory  And peace to all the earth; 
 Goodwill from God in heaven   Proclaimed at Jesus’ birth! 
 We praise and bless You, Father; Your holy name we sing— 
 Our thanks for Your great glory, Lord God, our heav’nly King. 

 To You, O sole-begotten, The Father’s Son, we pray; 
 O Lamb of God, our Savior, You take our sins away. 
 Have mercy on us, Jesus; Receive our heartfelt cry, 
 Where You in pow’r are seated  At God’s right hand on high— 

 For You alone are holy; You only are the Lord. 
 Forever and forever, Be worshiped and adored; 

You with the Holy Spirit  Alone are Lord Most High,  
In God the Father’s glory.  “Amen!” our glad reply. 

The Salutation and Collect of the Day                                                           

P: The Lord be with you. 
C: And also with you. 

P: Let us pray. 
C: Loving Father, You always delight to hear and answer the prayers of Your 

people. Grant that we may persist in crying out to You in prayer, always 
trusting in Your goodness and in Your gracious promises; through Jesus 
Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever.  Amen. 
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The Old Testament Reading  Isaiah 45:1–7  
(The Lord uses Cyrus as an instrument of deliverance.) 

L: This is the Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 

The Gradual   We praise God together in the words of the Gradual. Psalm 91:11; 103:1 

C:  He will command His angels concerning you to guard you in all your ways. 
Bless the Lord, O my soul, and all that is within me, bless His holy name! 

 
The Epistle Lesson 1 Thessalonians 1:1–10  (The Thessalonians’ faith and example) 

L: This is the Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God. 

(Stand as you are able) 

 

 

 

 

 

1Thus says the Lord to his anointed, to 
Cyrus, whose right hand I have grasped, to 
subdue nations before him and to loose the 
belts of kings, to open doors before him 
that gates may not be closed: 2“I will go 
before you and level the exalted places, I 
will break in pieces the doors of bronze 
and cut through the  bars of iron, 

3
I will give 

you the treasures of darkness and the 
hoards in secret places, that you may know 
that it is I, the Lord, the God of Israel, who 
call you by your name.  

4For the sake of my servant Jacob, and 
Israel my chosen, I call you by your name, 
I name you, though you do not know me. 5I 
am the Lord, and there is no other, 
besides me there is no God; I equip you, 
though you do not know me, 6that people 
may know, from the rising of the sun and 
from the west, that there is none besides 
me; I am the Lord, and there is no other. 7I 
form light and create darkness, I make well
-being and create calamity, I am the Lord, 
who does all these things. 

1Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy, To the 
church of the Thessalonians in God the 
Father and the Lord Jesus Christ: Grace to 
you and peace. 2We give thanks to God 
always for all of you, constantly mentioning 
you in our prayers,  

3
remembering before 

our God and Father your work of faith and 
labor of love and steadfastness of hope in 
our Lord Jesus Christ.  

4For we know, brothers loved by God, 
that he has chosen you, 5because our 
gospel came to you not only in word, but 
also in power and in the Holy Spirit and 
with full conviction. You know what kind of 
men we proved to be among you for your 
sake. 6And you became imitators of us and 

of the Lord, for you received the word in 
much affliction, with the joy of the Holy 
Spirit, 7so that you became an example to 
all the believers in Macedonia and in 
Achaia.  

8
For not only has the word of the Lord 

sounded forth from you in Macedonia and 
Achaia, but your faith in God has gone 
forth everywhere, so that we need not say 
anything. 9For they themselves report 
concerning us the kind of reception we had 
among you, and how you turned to God 
from idols to serve the living and true God, 
10and to wait for his Son from heaven, 
whom he raised from the dead, Jesus who 
delivers us from the wrath to come. 
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The Alleluia and Verse  (Sung)                                                                      Page 205 
 Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.  These things are written that you may believe that 

Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God.  Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

(Please remain standing for the Gospel and the Creed) 

The Holy Gospel         Matthew 22:15–22  
(Jesus tested by the Pharisees about paying taxes to Caesar) 

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 22nd chapter. 
C: Glory to You, O Lord. 

P: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C: Praise to You, O Christ. 

The Nicene Creed                                (on the back cover of the hymnal)                                                                                            
     (Please be seated) 

Children’s Message 

 

Hymn of the Day        “We Praise You, O God”    LSB 785 

      

Sermon              “The Real Rendering to God”   Text: Matthew 22:15–22  

 

The Prayer of the Church  

P: Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for all people 
according to their needs. 
We offer to You, Lord, the sacrifice of our prayer and praise. You have blessed us 
with the gift of life in Your Son, Jesus Christ. You provide for all our needs, even 
when we are unaware. Accept our humble thanksgiving, and empower us to 
demonstrate our thanks in words, actions, and dedicated service to You. Lord, in 
Your mercy, 

C: hear our prayer. 

15Then the Pharisees went and plotted 
how to entangle [Jesus] in his talk. 16And 
they sent their disciples to him, along with 
the Herodians, saying, “Teacher, we know 
that you are true and teach the way of 
God truthfully, and you do not care about 
anyone’s opinion, for you are not swayed 
by appearances. 17Tell us, then, what you 
think. Is it lawful to pay taxes to Caesar, or 
not?”  

18But Jesus, aware of their malice, said, 
“Why put me to the test, you hypocrites? 
19Show me the coin for the tax.” And they 
brought him a denarius. 20And Jesus said 
to them, “Whose likeness and inscription 
is this?” 21They said, “Caesar’s.” Then he 
said to them, “Therefore render to Caesar 
the things that are Caesar’s, and to God 
the things that are God’s.” 22When they 
heard it, they marveled. And they left him 
and went away. 
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P: We acknowledge that You are the Lord, and there is no other. Strengthen us to 
resist temptations to serve other gods, whether things of this world, others, or 
ourselves. Open our eyes to see Your presence in all of our lives. Lord, in Your 
mercy, 

C: hear our prayer. 
 

P: Our Savior Jesus Christ, has reminded us to render to Caesar what is Caesar’s, 
and to You what is Yours. As You have established all authority over us, we pray 
for our leaders in this world, nation, state, and community. Give them wisdom and 
courage to act with justice and mercy for all lives, including the unborn and aged, 
the vulnerable and needful. Bless also those who serve our Church as elected and 
called officials, and the leaders within our own congregation, that all actions bring 
glory to You. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C: hear our prayer. 
 

P: We lift up all those in need, the hungry and homeless, the mourning and grieving, 
and all who seek healing, [especially . . .]. Give peace, hope, and healing according 
to Your will. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C: hear our prayer. 
 

P:   Bless all who commune at this altar today, that through the body and blood of Your 
Son, Jesus, they be strengthened in Your forgiveness, enabled to withstand 
temptations of the devil, and empowered to lovingly serve neighbors in Your name. 
Lord, in Your mercy, 

C: hear our prayer. 
 

P:   For those celebrating their baptismal anniversaries that they remain faithful to your 
Word including; Frances Westhoff, Doug Lehr, Samuel Marrinan, Gavyn Blanford, 
Parker Blanford, Daisy Coleman, Kyle Holland, Michael Lewis, Chase Abbe, Ava 
Beougher, Jackie Bertrand, Karen Dirks, Jennie Moore, Michael Williams, Travis 
Benson, Bryce Barnes, Keith Grauer, Diamond Henry, Kaylie Mahaney, Lori Treft, 
Cullen Gomez, Rebecca Granstrom and Jill Orban. Lord in Your mercy. 

C: Hear our prayer. 
 

P: Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in Your 
mercy; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord. 

C: Amen. 
 
Offering of God’s People to their Beloved Savior 

We honor God with the gifts He has given to us.  
St. Paul’s members have pledged to support our ministry in their tithes and offerings.  

To our guest: Thank you for joining us today and please do not feel that you are 
obligated to participate. We invite you to come back again.   

Please pass your Welcome Card to an usher or acolyte. 

Malachi 3:10– Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse, that there may be food in my house. And 
thereby put me to the test, says the Lord of hosts, if I will not open the windows of heaven for you and 

our down for you a blessing until there is no more need. 
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Offertory Hymn        “We Give Thee But Thine Own” LSB 781 Vs 1,3,5,6        

    (Stand as you are able) 

Service of the Sacrament 
Preface                                                                                                         Page 208 
P: The Lord be with you.  
C: And also with you. 

P: Lift up your hearts.  
C: We lift them to the Lord. 

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
C: It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

P: It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give 
thanks to You, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, for the countless 
blessings You so freely bestow on us and all creation. Above all, we give thanks 
for Your boundless love shown to us when You sent Your only-begotten Son, 
Jesus Christ, into our flesh and laid on Him our sin, giving Him into death that we 
might not die eternally. Because He is now risen from the dead and lives and 
reigns to all eternity, all who believe in Him will overcome sin and death and will 
rise again to new life. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the 
company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising 
You and saying: 

 

Sanctus  Holy, Holy, Holy (Sung)           Page 208 

 Holy, holy, holy Lord God of Sabaoth adored; 
 Heav’n and earth with full acclaim shout the glory of Your name. 
 Sing hosanna in the highest, sing hosanna to the Lord; 
 Truly blest is He who comes in the name of the Lord!  

 

Lord’s Prayer   

Words of our Lord 

Pax Domini 
P: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C: Amen. 

Agnus Dei  Lamb of God  (Sung)                                                                      Page 210 

 O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God, You take the sin of the world away; 
 O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God, Have mercy on us, Lord, we pray. 

 O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God, You take the sin of the world away; 
 Have mercy on us, Jesus Christ, And grant us peace, O Lord, we pray. 
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 Reading of the Communion Announcement Card 

 (Please be seated) 

The Distribution Hymns   

“O Jesus, King Most Wonderful” LSB 554 

“Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise” LSB 802      

(Stand as you are able) 

The Post Communion Collect                                                                                 
P: We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this 

salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us 
through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another; 
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen.   

 

Benedicamus & Benediction                 Page 212 
P: Let us bless the Lord. 
C:  Thanks be to God.  

P:  The Lord bless you and keep you. 
      The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
      The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace. 
C:  Amen.           
 

The Closing Hymn          “Spread the Reign of God the Lord”  LSB 830 
 
Silent Prayer                                                                                                           
 
Postlude 

+ + + + + + +  

*ORDER OF SERVICE is reprinted from Lutheran Service Book, Copyright (c) 2006 Concordia Publishing 
House.  Reprinted by permission 
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“The Real Rendering to God” 
Date: 10/18/20                                             Text: Matthew 22:15–22 

Verse for Meditation 
“Therefore, render to Caesar the things that are Caesar’s,  

and to God the things that are God’s.”  
Matthew 22:21 

 

Points to Ponder 
1. What is going on here? What are the Pharisees and the Herodians trying to 

accomplish? 

 

 

 

2. Is it lawful to pay taxes to Caesar or not? 

 Had Jesus said “Yes”? 

 

 Had Jesus said “No”? 

 

 How would you answer it? 

 
 
 
 

3. Are we rendering to Caesar the things that are Caesar’s? 
 
 
 
 
4. Are we rendering to God the things that are God’s? 

 


